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Abst ract

Memes represent  a unique form of  mult imodal, user-generated 
online content  t hat  spreads virally across digit al plat forms. Though 
t he t erm originated in t he 1970s wit h t heories of  cult ural evolut ion, 
t oday's memes express views, at t it udes, commentary, and feelings 
in shareable digit al f ormats.

This presentat ion explores how educators can leverage students'  
f amiliarit y wit h memes to foster analyt ical, crit ical, and creat ive 
skills. We' ll examine both t he t heoret ical f oundat ions of  memes in 
educat ion and pract ical classroom applicat ions t hat  enhance 
mult ilit eracy and creat ive expression.
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Why m em es? 
J!i bwf !c f f o !uszjoh!up !uf bdi !dsf bujwf !
be wf sujt joh!jo !n f e jb!e f qbsun f out -!gpdvt joh!po!
dsf bujwf !pvuqvu/!J!i bwf !c f f o !e f bmjoh!x jui !
t uve f out !x i p !i bwf !op !dpoof dujpo!up !qsjou!
be t /!
Memes came as an epiphany. I  st art ed sharing 
memes to t each f igures of  speech, f rom 
allit erat ions t o puns and personif icat ions. 

Then, I  st art ed using memes for t he 
understanding of  t erms, for consumer insight  
and so on. 

Memes are resonant , relevant , and t heir 
creat ion seems almost  intuit ive. Memes foster 
or at  least  enhance and make evident  new 
t ypes of  lit eracy. 
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The Evolut ion of Mem es: 
Fro m  Da w kin s t o  Dig it a l Cu lt u re

Kvt u!bt !h f o f t !qspqbhbuf !ui f n t f mwf t !jo !ui f !h f o f !qppm!
c z!mf bq joh!gspn !c pe z!up!c pe z!wjb!t q f sn t !ps!f hh t -!t p !
n f n f t !qspqbhbuf !ui f n t f mwf t !jo !ui f !n f n f !qppm!c z!
mf bq joh!gspn !c sbjo !up!c sbjo !)Ebx l jo t -!2: 87*/

According t o Dawkins, a meme is an idea, behavior, 
or st yle t hat  spreads f rom person t o person wit hin a 
cult ure.  A unit  f or carrying cult ural ideas, symbols, 
or pract ices f rom one mind t o anot her t hrough 
writ ing, speech, gest ures, rit uals, or ot her imit able 
phenomena wit h a mimicked t heme. 
A cult ural analogue t o genes in t hat  it  self -
replicat es, mut at es, and responds t o select ive 
pressures
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The Evolut ion of Mem es: Today’s Digital Culture

According t o more current  def init ions, memes are broadly underst ood as mult imodal cult ural art efact s, which 

are creat ed, remixed and circulat ed by users across digit al plat f orms (Rogers & Giorgi, 2023; see also: 

Davison, 2012; Milner, 2016; Shifman, 2014). 

1976

Sjdi bse !Ebx l jo t !dp jo t !ui f !uf sn !#n f n f #!jo!Ui f !Tf mgjt i !
Hf of

1990 s-20 0 0 s

Early internet  memes emerge wit h digit al cult ure. 
Memet ics at t ract s interest  in t he social sciences

ךּ וּ וּטּ Ĉ

Memes become mainst ream wit h social media 
prolif erat ion

Present

Memes recognized as educat ional t ools for 
mult ilit eracy
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Mem es and  Literacies
Ui f !dpo t usvdu!pg!mjuf sbdz!jt !n vmujgbdf uf e -!x jui !n f n f t !sf r v jsjoh!e jggf sf ou!gpsn t !pg!mjuf sbdz!)Kpof t !' !I bgof s-!31 23<!N jmmt -!31 21 */!Bt !mjuf sbdz!f wpmwf t !
joup!#mjuf sbdjf t -╣!)Dpqf !' !Lbmbou{jt -!31 1 : *!n vmujn pe bm!uf yut !mjl f !n f n f t !buusbdu!buuf oujpo!po!n vmujqmf !mf wf mt -!c f dpn joh!bo!bsf b!x i f sf !e jggf sf ou!
gpsn t !pg!mjuf sbdz!dpowf shf /

There is a common need: t o understand, appreciate, decode, and encode mult imodalit y while maintaining a crit ical st ance t oward content  and 
message (Kellner & Share, 2007).

Visual Literacy

Hf of sbujoh!n f bo joh t !gspn !n vmujn pe bm!
dpouf ou!jodmve joh!uf yu-!wjt vbmt -!boe !e f t jho!
f mf n f out

Med ia Literacy

Crit ical assessment  of  media messages and 
t heir social context

Digital Literacy

Navigat ing and creat ing content  in digit al 
environments

é ĩ ╓ġ↔╓↔ġŐℓ−Ę↔ŐĈ

Understanding meaning is const ructed wit hin specif ic social and hist orical context s as a dynamic and subject ive 
process (Cope & Kalant zis, 2009) which does not  only uses language but  also t ransforms language
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Visual Literacy Through Mem es
Wjt vbm!mjuf sbdz!jt !ui f !qspdf t t !pg!hf of sbujoh!n f bo joht !c z!bqqspbdi joh!n vmujn pe bm!dpouf ou!gspn !wbsjpvt !q f st qf dujwf t !up!qspwje f !
voe f st uboe joh-!jouf sqsf ubujpo-!ps!bt t f t t n f ou!gjuujoh!b!qbsujdvmbs!t pdjbm!dpouf yu/!Ju(t !f t t f oujbm!jo !upe bz(t !e jh jubm!f owjspon f ou!boe !
dpo t ujuvuf t !b!t jho jgjdbou!qbsu!pg!e jh jubm!mjuf sbdz/

The 21st - cent ury st udent  needs t o be a crit ical visual reader, acquiring skills such as summarizing and int erpret ing verbal messages, 
visual images, and design elements. Memes provide an int uit ive plat form for developing t hese skills because t hey resonat e wit h 
st udents'  everyday experiences.

Decod ing

St udent s learn t o ident if y visual element s, t ext  
relat ionships, and cult ural references wit hin memes

Interp ret ing

Bobmz{joh!i px !n f n f t !dpowf z!n f bo joh!ui spvhi !
kvyubqpt jujpo-!jspoz-!boe !dvmuvsbm!dpouf yu

Creat ing

Expressing ideas t hrough mult imodal composit ion, 
combining visual and t ext ual elements ef f ect ively

� ĈĈŐĈĈ↔╞ε

Evaluat ing memes crit ically f or rhet orical ef f ect iveness, 
bias, and social impact
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Pedagogical App licat ions of Mem es
Memes have been ext ensively used in educat ional set t ings across diverse subject s. They help t est  underst anding of  English 
as a second language, f acilit at e comprehension of  polit ical comment ary, assist  in t racing misinf ormat ion, f ost er crit ical 
t hinking about  social issues, and even aid in mat hemat ics and science educat ion.

One import ant  aspect  is t eaching st udents t o ident if y rhet orical f allacies in mult imodal cont ent , as memes of t en employ 
such f allacies. Despit e t heir playf ul appearance, memes present  serious challenges f or crit ical assessment , making t hem 
valuable t ools f or developing media lit eracy.

Ñ−╞ε ĩ −ε Ő�
ÑŐ−ℓ╞↔╞ε

Using memes t o 
understand 
cont ext ual language 
use, cult ural 
ref erences, 
mult imodalit y

Med ia Stud ies

Bobmz{joh!i px !

n f n f t !t i bqf !qvc mjd!

e jt dpvst f !boe !sf gmf du!
n f e jb!usf oe t

Crit ical 
Th inking

Ident if ying bias, 
f allacies, and 
persuasive 
t echniques in 
mult imodal cont ent

Creat ive 
Expression

Creat ing memes t o 
demonst rat e 
understanding of  
concept s across 
disciplines and t o 
pract ice rhet orial
t echniques 
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Time const raint s of t en produce bet t er 
re sult s  in  m em e  crea t ion  a ct ivit ie s.

Inst ruct o rs should  conside r using  
non- copyrigh t ed  visua ls like  
pa in t ings. 

St uden t - crea t ed  m em es should  no t  
surfa ce  on line  wit hout  pe rm ission .

In t ro d u ce  m e m e s

Ef gjo f !n f n f t !bo e !ui f js!sf mf wbodf !up !mf bso joh !pc kf dujwf t

P re se n t  e xa m p le s

Show m em es re leva n t  t o  t he  t op ic o f in t e rest

An a lyze  b a se d  o n  fra m e w o rk 

Discuss fo rm , con t en t , a nd  rhe t o rica l st ra t eg ies

; ℓŐ−ġŐ�╩ℓ↔ε↔╞−╓�╜ Ő╜ ŐĈ

St uden t s p roduce  t he ir own  con t en t

De b rie f

Sf gmf du!p o !ui f !mf bso jo h !f yq f sjf odf
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Mem es as Tools for analysis & synthesis
Throughout  t he lit erature, analyzing memes in class goes hand- in-hand wit h creat ing t hem. Student s are encouraged t o f irst  dissect , discuss, and assess memes, 
t hen create t heir own mult imodal t ext s, t aking t heir learning furt her. This dual approach helps achieve object ives around linguist ic eloquence and mult imodal 
f luency.

Making memes helps st udent s develop creat ivit y in expressing single-minded messages in appealing ways, part icularly valuable for t hose studying advert ising or 
market ing communicat ions. By put t ing st udent s in t he shoes of  meme creators, t hey bet t er understand t he st rategies and t act ics various individuals or 
organizat ions deploy in meme-making.

Analyze exist ing m em es

Ef wf mpq!dsjujdbm!bt t f t t n f ou!t l jmmt

Im itate m em e st ructures

Pract ice mult imodal composit ion t echniques

; ℓŐ−ġŐ�╩ℓ↔ε↔╞−╓�╜ Ő╜ ŐĈ

Express understanding of  concept s creat ively

Share and  reflect

Discuss ef fect iveness and learning out comes
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Pract ical App licat ions Across Discip lines
• Jo !c sboe joh!dpvst f t -!t uve f out !dbo!qspgjmf !qspe vdut !gps!ubshf u!hspvqt /!
• Gps!be wf sujt joh-!ui f z!dbo!dsf buf !qsjou!ps!pvue pps!be t !v t joh!n vmujn pe bm!gjhvsf t !pg!t q f f di !/!
• N f e jb!t uve jf t !dmbt t f t !dbo!vt f !n f n f t !up!dpn n f ou!po!o f x t !t upsjf t !ps!bobmz{f !dsf bups!c f mjf gt !boe !bhf oe bt /
• Mjuf sbsz!t uve jf t ;!gjhvsbujwf !mbohvbhf <!n vmujn pe bmjuz<!bodi psjoh!dbo!c f !ubvhi u!wjb!n f n f t !
• Tpdjpmphz;!voe f st uboe joh!uf sn t <!dsjujdj{joh!je f pmphjf t !
• I jt upsz;!sf qsf t f oubujpo t !boe !l f z!opujpo t !gspn !e jggf sf ou!qf sjpe t !
• Qpmjujdbm!t djf odf ;!bobmzt jt !pg!qpmjujdbm!n f t t bhf t !boe !obssbujwf t !boe !dsf bujpo!pg!n f n f t !up!qspn puf !t vdi !n f t t bhf t !ps!

obssbujwf t !

By incorporat ing memes into diverse educat ional context s, inst ructors can increase student  engagement  and various t ypes of  lit eracy. 
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