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Abstract

Memes represent a unique form of multimodal, user-generated
online content that spreads virally across digital platforms. Though
the term originated in the 1970s with theories of cultural evolution,
today's memes express views, attitudes, commentary, and feelings
in shareable digital formats.

This presentation explores how educators can leverage students'
familiarity with memesto foster analytical, critical, and creative
skills. We'll examine both the theoretical foundations of memesin
education and practical classroom applications that enhance
multiliteracy and creative expression.
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Why mem es?
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Memes came as an epiphany. | started sharing
memesto teach figures of speech, from
alliterations to puns and personifications.

Then, | started using memesforthe
understanding of terms, for consumer insight
and so on.

Memes are resonant, relevant, and their
creation seemsalmost intuitive. Memes foster
or at least enhance and make evident new
types of literacy.

ONLYTOOK 1


https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma

The Evolution of Mem es:
From Dawkins to Digital Culture
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According to Dawkins,a meme is an idea, behavior,
or style that spreads from person to person within a
culture. A unit for carrying cultural ideas, symbols,
or practicesfrom one mind to another through
writing, speech, gestures, rituals, or other imitable
phenomena with a mimicked theme.

A cultural analogue to genesin that it self-
replicates, mutates, and respondsto selective
pressures
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The Evolution of Mem es: Today’s Digital Culture

According to more current definitions, memes are broadly understood as multimodal cultural artefacts, which
are created, remixed and circulated by users across digital platforms (Rogers & Giorgi, 2023; see also:
Davison, 2012; Milner, 2016; Shifman, 2014).

1976 73w C
Sjdi bse!lEbx | jot!dpjot!lui flufsn ¥ fn fHj!U FITFrgti ! Memes become mainstream with social media
Hfof proliferation
= CJB () g
1990s-2000s Present
Early internet memes emerge with digital culture. Memes recognized as educational tools for
Memetics attractsinterest in the social sciences multiliteracy

Made with GARMMA


https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma

Mem es and Literacies
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Thereisacommon need: to understand, appreciate, decode, and encode multimodality while maintaining a critical stance toward content and
message (Kellner & Share, 2007).
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Visual Literacy Media Literacy Digital Literacy
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Understanding meaning is constructed within specific social and historical contexts as a dynamic and subjective
process (Cope & Kalantzis, 2009) which does not only uses language but also transforms language
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Visual Literacy Through Memes
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The 21st-century student needsto be a critical visual reader, acquiring skills such as summarizing and interpreting verbal messages,
visual images, and design elements. Memes provide an intuitive platform for developing these skills because they resonate with

students' everyday experiences.

Decoding Interpreting
Studentslearn to identify visual elements, text Bobm{joh!lipxIn fn ftlddpowfzIn fbojoh!ui spvhi !
relationships, and cultural references within memes kyubgptjujpo-ljspoz-boe dvravsbrdpouf yu

Creating QO

Expressing ideas through multimodal composition, Evaluating memes critically for rhetorical effectiveness,
combining visual and textual elements effectively bias, and social impact
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Pedagogical Applications of Memes

Memes have been extensively used in educational settings across diverse subjects. They help test understanding of English

as a second language, facilitate comprehension of political commentary, assist in tracing misinformation, foster critical

thinking about social issues, and even aid in mathematics and science education.

One important aspect is teaching studentsto identify rhetorical fallacies in multimodal content, as memes often employ

such fallacies. Despite their playful appearance, memes present serious challenges for critical assessment, making them

valuable tools for developing media literacy.
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Introduce memes
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Present examples

Show memesrelevant to the topic of interest

Analyze based on framework

Discuss form, content,and rhetorical strategies
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Students produce their own content

Debrief
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Time constraints often produce better
results in meme creation activities.

Instructors should consider using
non-copyrighted visuals like
paintings.

Student-created memes should not
surface online without permission.
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Mem es as Tools for analysis & synthesis

Throughout the literature, analyzing memesin class goes hand-in-hand with creating them. Students are encouraged to first dissect, discuss, and assess memes,

then create their own multimodal texts, taking their learning further. This dual approach helps achieve objectives around linguistic eloquence and multimodal
fluency.

Making memes helps students develop creativity in expressing single-minded messagesin appealing ways, particularly valuable for those studying advertising or

marketing communications. By putting studentsin the shoes of meme creators, they better understand the strategies and tactics various individuals or
organizations deploy in meme-making.

Analyze existing memes
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Imitate meme structures
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Practice multimodal composition techniques
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Express understanding of concepts creatively

Share and reflect

Discuss effectiveness and learning outcomes
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Practical Applications Across Disciplines
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By incorporating memesinto diverse educational contexts, instructors can increase student engagement and various types of literacy.
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