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The climate crisis will 

profoundly affect the health 

of every child alive today.



“Climate change is the single 

greatest threat to global health, a 

“code red for humanity,” and is this 

generation’s grandest challenge.”



Sustainability = Core Value 



Triple Bottom Line Definition:

● Environmentally Sound

● Socially Equitable

● Economically Feasible
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Climate Change Mitigation
Decarbonize = Reduce Greenhouse Gas (GhG) Emissions





Hendrick Hudson Free Library
1st library in the country to be certified under the Sustainable Library Certification Program 



San Diego County Library
1st library in California to join and complete the Sustainable Library Certification Program

Zero-Net Energy Facility Opened March 28, 2023

San Diego County Library, Lakeside Branch

⚫ Both Bookmobiles have been upgraded to electric 

vehicles (EVs). 

⚫ In 2023, all 33 branches of the San Diego Public 

Library will have Electric Vehicle (EV) Charging 

Stations installed. 





Concord Free Library

1st library in Massachusetts to complete the 

Sustainable Library Certification Program

Sustainability Plan

https://concordlibrary.org/uploads/pages/doc/cfpl_SUSTAINABILITYPLAN2021to2025.pdf






Climate Change Adaptation
Building Community Resilience



#1: Identify Your 

Region’s Vulnerabilities

• Drought/Heat Wave

• Flooding

• Hail

• Hurricane

• Tornado Outbreak

• Severe Weather

• Wildfire

• Winter Storm/Cold Wave

Image Source: National Centers for Environmental Information, NOAA



Adaptation = Two Fronts

Disaster Preparedness

• Planning:
• Disaster Preparedness

• Continuity of Operations

• Incident Action Plan

• Facility Redundancies 
• Power

• Water

• Staff Preparedness

Community Resilience 

• Acute
• Citizen Preparedness

• Emergency Communication 
Networks

• Transportation 

• Food Security

• Long-Term
• Equity, Diversity, Inclusion, Access 

& CLIMATE JUSTICE 



Disaster Preparedness









https://www.libraryoflocal.org/

• Tool Lending

• Seed Library

• Special Collections

• Food Security (Y1)

• Climate Solutions (Y2)

• Programming

• Alignment with NYS Climate Smart Communities



https://www.climatecrew.org/resilience_hubs

• Help educate residents about extreme weather 

preparedness and other impacts of climate change

• Help residents respond to extreme weather events 

through material assistance (e.g. heating/cooling centers)



Climate Justice
Climate Justice = Social + Economic + Environmental Justice 



“A natural disaster is always a 

human-made disaster because 

social conditions determine who 

is most vulnerable and because 

the meaning of any disaster is 

culturally negotiated.”

-Ann E. Larabee in her review of Heat Wave



Active

Sense of 
Purpose

Sense of 
Community

Less social 
isolation, 

anxiety and 
depression 

Social Cohesion & 
Civic Participation

Social Cohesion:
Respect, Empathy, and Understanding
Strength of Relationships
Sense of Solidarity 
Social Capital through Social Networks 

Civic Participation:
Voting
Volunteering 
Participating in Group Activities
Community Gardening 



https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/surgeon-general-social-connection-advisory.pdf


• Librarians have saved students over $200,000 with open and affordable educational resources (OAER)

• The libraries loan 4G hotspots for eligible students with high need

• The library created an interactive slide show to feature books, articles, videos, and tips related to sustainability

• Libraries host and advertise sustainability events on campus and online 

• Library-branded social media campaign to share sustainability resources and tips 



Mindset shifts do not happen overnight. 



and George Washington Carver, Squire Bill Widener, and Teddy Roosevelt…



Sustainable Libraries

✓ Strong & Authentic Institutions that Live their Values Out Loud

✓Catalyst for Civic Participation & Social Cohesion in Communities 

✓Working on Climate Mitigation (reducing Greenhouse Gas Emissions (GHG)

✓Active Participants in Climate Adaptation (strengthening community resilience)





Sustainable Library 

Certification Program

● Step-by-Step Format

● Guidance from a Mentor

● Built-in Resources

● Community of Practice



Sustainable Library Certification Program

Public & Academic Libraries

● Organizational Commitment

● Energy, Water, and Waste Management

● Materials and Recycling

● Partnerships

● Community Involvement

● Social Equity

● Community Resiliency

● Financial Sustainability

● Collections

School Librarians

● Partnerships & Community 

Involvement

● Leading Beyond the Library

● Social Equity & Resilience

● Standards & Curriculum

● Collections



Free

• Newsletter

• Mobile App

• Webinars

• Resources

• Facebook Page & Instagram 

SLI Members 

• Curated Resources

• Access to On Demand Training

• CO2 Calculator

• Vendor and Program Ideas

• American Library Association - SLI eCourse

Sustainable Library Certification Program 

• Online Dashboard to Track Action Items

• Example policies, program ideas, and more

• Assigned Mentor

• Meet Ups with Others in the Program

https://sustainablelibrariesinitiative.org



National Climate Action Strategy



Want to make the world suck less?
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