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Student Cooperation

Literature shows that:

• More students learn more material when they work together, cooperatively, talking 

through the material with each other and making sure that all group members understand, 

than when students compete with one another or work alone, individualistically.

Johnson, D. W., Maruyama, G., Johnson, R. T., Nelson, D., & Skon, L. (1981) Effects of cooperative, competitive, and individualistic goal structures on achievement: A meta-analysis. Psychological Bulletin, 89,47-62.
Johnson, R. T., & Johnson, D. W. (1982) What research says about student-student interaction in science classrooms. In M. Rowe (Ed.). Education in the 80's Science. Washington, DC: National Education Association.

• More students are motivated to learn the 

material when they work together 

cooperatively.

• Students also have more positive attitudes
about the subject being studied, the teacher, 
themselves as learners in that class, and are 

more accepting of each other when they 

work together cooperatively.



Learning Together

Cooperative learning is defined by a 
set of processes which help people 

interact together in order to accomplish 
a specific goal or develop an end 

product that is usually content specific.

Panitz, T. (1999). Collaborative versus Cooperative Learning: A Comparison of the Two Concepts Which Will Help Us Understand the 
Underlying Nature of Interactive Learning. Graph by CEO for One Month

Collaborative learning is based upon 
consensus building through 
cooperation by group members, in 
contrast to competition in which 
individuals best other group members.

https://twitter.com/CEOfor1Month


Cooperative Learning Considerations
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https://prepwithharshita.com/cooperative-learning


The Workshop

Course: CN2001 Foundations

of Contemporary Media

Task: Come up with the 

Midterm Essay topic early in the 

term

Challenges: Lost in the many 

possible topics, late start, back 
and forth, frustration

Meeting the Challenges: Get 

students to collaborate in finding 

an appropriate topic for their 

essay, through an interactive 
workshop.

Graph by coulsdonasmedia (https://coulsdonasmedia.blogspot.com/2019/01/media-theory-revision_28.html)



Process of Workshop

• Instructions in preparation for workshop

• Workshop during one class hour

o Review of instructions

o Work in groups of 2-3 students

o Individual submissions on padlet

o Discussion of individual posts

• Topic proposal in a week

• Instructor approval



Results
(2 sections)
• 32 Students, 30 submissions,

14 likes

• The activity was considered 

‘helpful’, ‘effective’, ‘engaging’, 

‘empowering’ and ‘motivating’ by 

the students, due to its collaborative 

nature.

• Supervision of groups allowed 

clarifications during the workshop.

• Feedback was provided openly (not 

only individually).

• Students started working on their 

assignment weeks before it is due.



Reflection & Considerations

• How to pair / team up students
(diverse skills/needs/knowledge)

• Non-participating students

• Planning the required time

• Possiblility of continuing collaboration
at later stages of assignment

• Transferability to online classrooms

• Peer evaluation

• Allowing time for reflection
(and feedback)



Thank you!


