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Rationale
•The online discussions between the American University of Nigeria 
(AUN) and the American University of Central Asia (AUCA) started as a 
post-COVID-19 student-centered educational forum, connecting 
learners from our institutions on relatable topics beyond classroom 
instruction.

•These conversations encourage research and open communication to 
promote constructive and analytical discussions about current issues. 
Students also cultivate an appreciation for different values, beliefs, 
perspectives, and principles which reflect the individual backgrounds of 
the participants and play a crucial role in advancing the development of 
global skills.

•Subsequent semesters saw participation from Parami 
University/Parami Institute of Undergraduate Studies (PIUS). We have 
also had participants from the American University of Afghanistan 
(AUA) and BRAC University in Bangladesh.



Composition Course Learning Outcomes
Critical Analysis:  Read and interpret texts critically, making informed judgments about arguments and 
ideas.

Effective Writing:  Craft analytical and interpretive essays, organizing ideas clearly with coherent 
structure.

Research and Synthesis: Develop research questions, synthesize information from diverse sources, 
and use proper citation methods.

Rhetorical Skills: Adapt writing to different audiences and purposes using appropriate rhetorical 
patterns and strategies.

Writing Process: Apply all stages of the writing process (prewriting, drafting, revising, editing) 
effectively.

Grammar and Mechanics: Use correct grammar, punctuation, and spelling; construct well-formed 
sentences and paragraphs.

Oral and Written Communication: Communicate ideas clearly in written and spoken formats, 
demonstrating effective argumentation and collaboration.



Global Skills
Cultural Awareness and Competence

Communication Skills

Critical Thinking and Problem Solving

Collaboration and Teamwork

Adaptability and Flexibility

Leadership and Initiative

Ethical and Social Responsibility

Language Skills



Which activity combines 
these outcomes

?



Virtual Discussions 



Virtual Discussion Structure

     Pre-Discussion 

In-class 
Scaffolding 
Activities

Logistics: selecting 
class leaders, 
topics, PPTs,  

videos 

 Post-Discussion

Discussion 
in Action 

[120 minutes 
for all]

Breakout Room Discussions 
Part 2 [50 min]

General Discussion Part 
1  [45 min]

Reflections, article 
writing, video 
creation and 
editing, etc.

Post-discussion 
survey and analysis

Pre-discussion survey 
and analysis

Introduction
 [15 min]

Wrap-up [10 min] 



 Pre-Discussion Icebreaker Introductions 

https://paramiuniversity.padlet.org/miasasaki/introductions-au
ca-aun-pius-virtual-discussion-2023-1l5dmmlmobb4r2cs 2023)(Galimova & Akpan, "[Introductory Emails]", 2021)



The Main Discussion - Part 1

• To begin the international 
virtual discussion between the 
universities, the hosts present 
themselves and their peers 
before playing promotional 
videos about their countries 
and universities. 

• While the videos were taken 
from the main websites of 
both universities, students 
were also encouraged to 
create their own introductory 
videos.

• Before the virtual discussion, 
students were encouraged to 
set their short-term goals, take 
notes and ask pertinent 
questions for clarification of 
ideas/cultural contexts, 
further discussion or follow-up 
essays to get extra points.  

(Galimova, “VD General Discussion”, 2023)



Breakout Room Discussions - Part 2

(Sharsheeva, "Breakout Room (Sharsheeva)", 2021)



Some Post-Discussion Activities

• At AUN, the class reflected on the experience and then 
wrote reflection papers to assess their note-taking, 
note-making, listening, paraphrasing, and academic  
writing skills. Select essays have been chosen for 
publication in AUNthisWEEK, the university’s weekly 
newsletter.

• At AUCA, the faculty gave post-discussion options: 
participation in the online follow-up forum posted on 
the e-course; writing a 500-word argumentative/
compare and contrast essay related to the 
international virtual event; writing a newspaper 
article for publication in the AUCA  NewStar student 
newspaper; or producing a video about the event. 
(Rubrics and peer review forms to essay types and a 
self- assessment were provided)



Post-Discussion Activities: AUCA and AUN Student Articles

Source: 
https://auca.kg/uploads/stock%20Aibike/New%20Star%20May%202024%20FI
NAL.pdf

Source: 
https://www.aun.edu.ng/index.php/news-events/news/connection-between-aun-
and-au-central-asia

https://www.aun.edu.ng/index.php/news-events/news/connection-between-aun-and-au-central-asia
https://www.aun.edu.ng/index.php/news-events/news/connection-between-aun-and-au-central-asia


(Sharsheeva, Usupbaeva, & Giyoeva, "VideoProject on Sexual Harassment", 2021) 

Post Breakout Room Discussion Activity: Video Project on 
Sexual Harassment 



Post-Discussion Survey 1

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1wnSVTqBnLjnEQ9BvaTGH-dRu-txWqA6u
UZ9kkFKrePU/edit#responses

Source:https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1wnSVTqBnLjnEQ9BvaTGH-dRu-txWqA6uUZ9kkFKreP
U/edit#responses



Post-Discussion Survey 2
(responses regarding breakout room conversations)

Source:https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1wnSVTqBnLjnEQ9BvaTGH-dRu-txWqA6uUZ9kkFKrePU/edit#resp
onses



Post-Discussion Survey 3 
(responses about the impact of the virtual discussions)

Source:https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1a-mx1BOZZFlXoTXQr2Whkcz5BFtSPfrrbB2ufICdA7Y/
edit#responses



Analysis of Post-Discussion Surveys

• Based on responses from surveys conducted at 
AUN,  AUCA, and PIUS, we should continue our 
project and involve more schools.

• If you would like your students to be part of this 
initiative (credits earned for participation are 
determined by the instructor), please let us know. 

 



Faculty Collaboration Article

a

(Source: https://iwtclasp.bard.edu/journal/)      (Source: VD, Akpan & Galimova, 2024)

https://iwtclasp.bard.edu/journal/


What should be done to avoid the 
following situation? [00:02:09]

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NBGOryiqZZI


Active Participation in Virtual 
Inter-University Discussions

OUR CONTACTS:

• Emilienne Idorenyin Akpan, AUN  
emilienne.akpan@aun.edu.ng

• Ekaterina Galimova, AUCA 
galimova_e@auca.kg



Future Considerations

- Enhanced AMICAL community involvement

- Share findings from student presentations on 
Google Slides, Padlet or other suitable platform. 

- Welcome ideas for a revised format of the Virtual 
Discussion

- Launch STUDENT AMICAL if approved and 
sponsored by AMICAL! 
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Thank You for Listening!


