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Ancient Annotations

In context, In layers

Focused conversations

Additive to material

Aristotle, Libri Naturales, 13th Century

British Library



Social Annotations and Hypothes.is

• What are social annotations? Benefits: 

• Improves communication between peers and teacher in relation to the 

assigned reading

• Helps students prepare better for class discussion

• Promotes independent and shared inquiry

• Helps create community

• Can be used in different class-specific assignments (e.g., writing 

assignments)

• Hypothes.is



Hypothes.is: How It Works
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LMS Integration via LTI



Moodle App with Single Sign On



Gradebook Integration



Uses of Hypothes.is in the Humanities 

Classroom

• Annotation Starter: a set of questions that relate directly to the text

• Questions within the reading

• Teacher glosses and vocabulary-related questions

• Student-led discussions within Hypothes.is

• Student-led class activities based on annotations in Hypothes.is

• Group activities within Hypothes.is

• More ideas on how to use Hypothes.is in the classroom

• Examples: using a set of questions to jumpstart students’ analysis, group 
activities using Hypothes.is.

https://web.hypothes.is/blog/back-to-school-with-annotation-10-ways-to-annotate-with-students/


Hypothes.is and Scaffolding Writing 

Assignments

• Sample assignment for a class in the Humanities–final paper on a selected 
reading. Developing a step-by-step-sequence:

• Step 1: Give students a set of questions related to the primary reading and ask them to 
analyze and provide critical response to the text.

• Step 2: Ask students to read and respond to each other’s comments on the reading.

• Step 3: Ask students to read a secondary source on the reading and respond to each other’s 
comments as they try to incorporate quotes from the scholarly reading.

• Step 4: Ask students to synthesize the diverse arguments regarding the primary reading using 
all comments in Hypothes.is. Ask them to articulate a strong thesis that supports one side of 
the conversation. 

• Step 5: Have students write a final paper based on the writing they produced in the previous 
step.



Q&A
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