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What	moment	do	you	think	this	is?



Rationale
• The	restrictions	imposed	by	the	

coronavirus	pandemic	changed	
the	patterns	in	instruction	and	
collaboration.	

• Because	of	the	different	ways	
that	students	were	generally	
affected	by	the	‘isolation’,	we	
agreed	to	connect	our	students	
with	their	peers	in	another	
institution	to	discuss	how	
different	topical	issues	affected	
them.

• The	inter-university	online	
discussions		between	the	
American	University	of	Nigeria	
(AUN)	and	the	American	
University	of	Central	Asia	(AUCA)
were	initiated	as	a	student-
centered	educational	forum	
which	connects	the	community	of	
learners	from	our	institutions	
beyond	classroom	instruction.	

• This	is	to	encourage	constructive	
critical	discussions	about	topical	
matters	to		promote	an	
understanding	of		values,	belief	
systems,	perspectives,	visions	and	
approaches	that	reflect	the	
respective	motherlands,	customs,	
traditions	and	principles	
represented	in	the	participants.	



Considerations	for	the	Virtual	Discussion

The	Virtual	Discussion	collaboration	included	
the	following:	
• (a)	Pre-discussion	faculty	deliberations	and	
consultations	with	students	

• (b)	Connections	with	peers	and	active	
preparations

• (c)	The	discussion
• (d)	Post-discussion	reports	and	evaluations



Pre-discussion	faculty	deliberations	
and	consultations	with	students

• Prior	to	giving	the	assignment	to	students,	the	faculty	
agreed	on	the	topic	and	the	timing	of	the	virtual	event.	

• The	target	topic	had	to	be	connected	to	the	two	syllabi	
and	the	interests	of	the	participating	students.

• The	selected	topic	could	be	determined	by	the	faculty	
or	group	monitors’	correspondence,	which	is	rather	
time-consuming.	In	our	case,	it	took	us	up	to	3	weeks	
to	determine	the	topics.

• Students	were	to	be	divided	into	groups	for	icebreaker	
email	introductions	prior	to	the	event.

• Post-discussion	surveys	would	be	distributed	after	the	
event.



Icebreaker	Email	Introductions	

(Galimova	&	Akpan,	"[Introductory	Emails]",	2021)



Connections	with	Peers	and	Active	Preparations
• At	AUN,	students	were	encouraged	to	introduce	themselves	via	email	to	their	peers	and	also	

conduct	independent	research	using	the	library’s	database	and	any	other	credible	
information	sources	to	build	their	reading,	academic	writing	and	critical	thinking	skills.

• At	AUCA,	the	discussion	was	connected	to	their	term	paper	or	Video	Project	and	while	
preparing	for	the	assignment	each	student	was	assigned	for	individual	consultations	via	the	
teacher’s	“Personal	Meeting	room”	on	Zoom.	Students	were	introduced	to	the	basics	of	
interview.	They	created	a	questionnaire	with	the	help	of	GFs.	In	addition	to	the	core	texts	
that	students	discussed	in	class,	it	was	important	for	the	faculty		to	guide	the	students	in	
searching	for	other	materials	and	post	them	on	the	e-course.	Sources	included	scientific	
articles,	documentaries,	movies,	or	other	fiction	stories	related	to	the	topic.	To	check	the	
students’	preparedness,	there	were	debates	on	post-colonialism	and	its	values.

• Guidelines	were	also	provided	on	how	students	should	watch,	read,	and	gather	the	material	
and	there	were	prompts	on	which	notes	to	take	and	what	leading	questions	to	answer	during	
this	process.	Questions	included:	Who	is	the	main	character,	where	does	the	action	take	
place,	what	is	the	main	idea	of	the	text/	documentary?	What	connection	does	the	main	idea	
have	with	your	own	research	paper?	What	is	the	most	surprising/shocking	episode	in	the	
movie/article	and	why	is	this	so?	In	what	part	of	your	research	paper	are	you	are	going	to	use	
it	and	why?	

• For	fluency	in	communication	students	also	practiced		using	transitional	phrases	and	
sentence	starters	to	agree	with	a	previous	speaker,	express	polite	disagreement	or	ask	a	clear	
question.	Students	who	needed	support	were	encouraged	to	make	reference	to	a	designated	
handout	during	the	online	event.	



Active	Preparations	Ctd.
• In	a	subsequent	arrangement	at	AUCA,	depending	on	the	personal	

skillsets	students	wished	to	enhance	during	the	discussions,	students	were	
given	specific	roles:	

• Those	willing	to	develop	their	leadership	skills	were	assigned	as	hosts	and	
guided	on	how	to	lead	and	record	a	discussion.	

• Students	willing	to	interview	their	peers	from	the	collaborating	university	
prepared	the	questionnaire	and	studied	how		based	on	the	topic	of	
interest	to	conduct	an	interview	for	research	Video	Project	(see	Ayana	
Sharsheeva’s Video	Project	on	Sexual	Harassment)

• Those	with	anxieties	about	engaging	with	new	people	for	the	first	time	
were		encouraged	to	prepare	questions,	read	them	at	the	meeting	and	
respond	to	the	questions	asked.	

• Volunteers	interested	in	hands-on	movie-making	skills	were	asked		to	
introduce	their	native	country	by	creating	1-2	minute	long	videos,	e.g.	
(Daria	Bajdakova – The	Kyrgyz	Republic),	Gulrukhsor Vanjieva – AUCA)				

• Students	interested	in	writing	had	the	option	to	express	themselves	
through	poetry,	or	essays	that	met	newspaper	article	standards	(Bolot
Bekturganov)



The	Discussion	Part	1
• As	the	international	virtual	discussions	conducted	between	

two	universities	in	different	countries,	the	hosts	presented	
themselves,	guests	of	the	discussion,	and	their	respective	
students	before	playing	promotional	videos	about	their	
countries	and	universities.	While	the	videos	were	taken	
from	the	main	websites	of	both	universities,	students	were	
encouraged	to	create	their	own	introductory	videos.

• During	the	virtual	discussion,	students	were	encouraged	to	
set	their	short-term	goal,	take	notes	and	ask	pertinent	
questions	for	clarification	of	ideas/cultural	contexts,	further	
discussion	or	follow-up	essays	to	get	extra	points. (See	
Handout	1	“Questions	to	keep	in	mind	during	the	
discussion	or	text	annotation”)



The	Discussion	Part	2

• Breakout	rooms	were	created	to	simulate	the	AMICAL	
‘unconference’	idea.

• Students	were	given	the	options	to	move	from	one	
room	to	the	other	and	contribute	to	the	discourse	on	
different	contemporary	topics	that	youth	either	
witness,	read	about	or	can	identify	with	on	a	personal	
level.	This	gave	the	AUCA	students	the	opportunity	to	
get	firsthand	information	from	their	peers	for	their	
respective	research	papers.

• Links	to	related	Google	Form	questionnaires	were	
shared	with	AUN	students	



BreakoutRoom discussion

(Sharsheeva,	"BreakoutRoom (Sharsheeva)",	2021)



Sample	of	a	
student	

Questionnaire

(Sharsheeva,	"Sexual	Harassment")



Post-discussion	reflections	and	evaluations

• At	AUN,	the	class	reflected	on	the	experience	and	then	
wrote	reflection	papers	to	assess	their	note-taking,	note-
making,	listening,	paraphrasing	and	academic		writing	skills.	
One	essay	was	chosen	for	publication	in	AUNthisWEEK,	the	
university’s	weekly	newsletter.

• At	AUCA,	the	faculty	gave	post-discussion	options:	
participation	in	the	online	follow-up	forum	posted	on	the	e-
course;	writing	a	500-word	argumentative/compare	and	
contrast	essay	related	to	the	international	virtual	event;	
writing	a	newspaper	article	for	publication	in	the	AUCA			
NewStar student	newspaper;	or	producing	a	video	about	
the	event.	(Rubrics	and	peer	review	forms	to	essay	types	
and	a	self- assessment	were	provided)



1st-2nd discussion	publications

• https://www.auca.kg/en/auca_news/4
197/

• https://www.aun.edu.ng/index.php/ne
ws-events/news/connection-between-
aun-and-au-central-asia



3rd-4th discussion	publications
https://www.aun.edu.ng/index.php/news
-events/news/crossing-borders-a-
conversation-with-central-asia

https://auca.kg/en/auca_news/465
0/



VideoProject on	Sexual	Harassment

(Sharsheeva,	Usupbaeva,	&	Giyoeva,	"VideoProject on	Sexual	Harassment",	2021)



Analysis	of	Post-Discussion	Survey
• Based	on	the	Questionnaire	conducted	between	
the	AUN	and	AUCA	students,	we	need	to	continue	
our	project	and	organize	an	International	Society	
devoted	to	Debates,	Discussions,	Arts,	etc.

• If	you	feel,	you	want	to	join	use,	please	let	us	know.		

OUR	CONTACTS
• Emilienne Idorenyin Akpan emilienne.akpan@aun.edu.ng
• Ekaterina	Galimova	galimova_e@auca.kg



Thank	You	for	Listening!
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