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AUB	Digital	Collections	

The	Digital	Collections	at	the	University	provide	free	access	to	more	than	10	digital	
collections	of	text,	images,	photographs,	sound	recordings	and	oral	testimonies.	
The	content	come	from:	

§ Library	materials	in	the	public	domain
§ Archives	&	Special	Collections	
§ Special	digitization	projects	(usually	with	partner	
institutions	or	people)

Examples
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Out-of-Copyright materials



Archives & Special Collections



Special Projects (with partners)
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The	collections	are	developed	in-house	by	the	library	team

• Selection	of	library	materials	to	digitize
• Digitize	selected	materials	using	approved	standards	and	
techniques

• Digitized	content	enhancement	(image	editing,	OCR	and	other)
• Description	of	digital	objects	or	adding	metadata
• Controlled	vocabulary	for	subject	classification
• Development	and	design	of	the	online	access	platform
• Digital	preservation	strategy
• Marketing

The	Making	of



Creating	Digital	Collections	is	Strengthening		Libraries

§ Allowing	the	discovery	of	important	and	otherwise	hidden	library	collections

§ Digitization	is	helping	libraries	acquire	new	collections	through	partnerships	with	
owners	of	special	collection

§ Helping	in	the	preservation	of	the	library	special	collections	by	creating	an	
access	copy	and	saving	the	original	

§ Making	libraries	save	heavens	for	cultural	heritage	preservation



Digital	Collections		Enhancing	User	Experience

§ Providing	online	and	quick	access	to	primary	sources.	

§ Users	can	manipulate	the	digital	content	in	some	cases	(text	mining,	
visualization,	commenting,	highlighting,	and	other).

§ Use	of	the	collection	for	teaching	and	student	projects.

§ Use	for	Digital	Literacy.
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Format
Information	formats	and	how	they	change	the	way	we	use	information:

Analogue:	we	need	to	have	the	item	physically	and	we	can	only	read	it

Digitized:	we	can	access	the	item	electronically	we	can	read	it	and	maybe	search	it

Born	Digital:	we	can	access	the	item	online,	read	it,	search	it	and	maybe	change	it

Themes	for	Digital	Literacy

Full-text-Searching
• Scanned	collections	are	images	of	text	and		are	not	searchable	full-text.	
• ORC	(optical	character	recognition	allow	full	text	searching)	allows	digitized	collections	

to	be	searchable.

Metadata
Metadata	and	how	it	can	help	in	describing	and	retrieving	the	digital	object



Themes	for	Digital	Literacy

Access	to	knowledge
• Restricted	access:	as	in	the	case	of	subscribed	library	materials	and	purchased	

collections
• Open	access:	collections	are	published	online	and	open	to	all	to	read	an	attribute
• Access	through	Creative	Commons	licenses:	collections	are	accessible	online	with	

the	author’s	terms	of	use	which	could	range	from	read	only	to	change	and	remix.

Digital	Preservation
• Digital	objects	have	a	life	span	and	digital	preservation	measures	are	a	must:	

Within	a	digital	environment	the	time-scale	of	twenty	or	thirty	years	may	be	too	
long	for	effective	preservation	and	access	of	the	collections.



Meet	the	Team	

Mona	Assi		Director	of	Library	Systems	and	Applications

Basma	Chebani	Associate	University	Librarian	for	Cataloging	
and	Metadata	Services

Elie	Kahale	Director	of	Digital	Initiatives	and	Scholarship


