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From	Online	Learning	to	Connected	Learning



Connected	Learning	
unfamiliar	encounters	‘disorienting	dilemma’
a	multiplicity	of	“learning	sites”	and	“knowledge	agents”
beyond	the	binaries	of	“home”	and	“abroad”
global	problem	solving	:	from	“learning	about	the	other”	
to	“learning	together	to	solve	global	problems”

Mezirow,	Jack.	"Transformative	learning:	Theory	to	practice." New	directions	for	adult	and	continuing	education 1997,	no.	74	(1997):	5-12.



Connected	Learning	is	about	Global	
Learning
“Effective	and	transformative	global	learning	offers	students	meaningful

opportunities	to	analyze	and	explore	complex	global	challenges,	collaborate	

respectfully	with	diverse	others,	apply	learning	to	take	responsible	action	in	

contemporary	global	contexts,	and	evaluate	the	goals,	methods,	and	consequences	

of	that	action.”	(AAC&U	2014)



Unfamiliar	Encounters	– Also for	the	Educators

My	Course

Your	Course

NEW	Unknowns



from	ad-hoc	to	sustained	collaboration
intentional	collaboration	b/n	faculty,	students,	library	&	
technology		

libraries: curators	and	repositories	of	pooled	digital	
resources	– products	of	what	the	faculty	and	students	
will	learn	and	do	in	cross-campus	collaboration



The	ABC	(Athens	– Bishkek	–Cairo)	Project

3	Continents,	3	Institutions,	3	Classes,	1	Goal:	Sustainable	Development	Goals	as	a	
Teaching	Framework	– Active	Engagement	in	learning	of	the	SDGs.

Collaboration:	Spring	Semester	2020	&	Spring	Semester	2021
v 1	Honors	Program	class	(Athens,	Greece)
v 1	postgraduate	(MSc	in	education)	(Bishkek,	Kyrgyzstan)
v 1	first	year	undergraduate	class	(Cairo,	Egypt)

SDGs	as	tool	for	teaching	Sustainability	and	as	Learning	Outcome

Inter-institutional	collaboration:	Shared	CourseNetworking	site	with	shared	material



American	University	of	Central	Asia
– Dr.	Tamo	Chattopadhay
Spring	2020	Undergrad	Elective	:	Research	Collaborative	on	Global	Issues
• 13	students	(KG,	TJ,	UZ,	AF)	– individual	research	interests	mapped	to	SDG	

goals.	Ideas	exchanged	with	partner	campuses

Spring	2021	Graduate	(MAT)	Required:	Education	for	Sustainable	Development
• 17	students	(KG,	TJ,	US)	– current	/	aspiring	teachers.	Limited	cross-campus	

interaction	–but	more	hands-on	learning	within	AUCA	cohort
For	both	offerings	– great	interest	and	appreciation	of	learning	about	/from	other	
campuses	and	students	(now	also	affirmed	in	the	OSUN	pedagogical	experience)

1: End Poverty in 
all its forms 
everywhere 

Tajikistan Education, Inequality, Early Childhood 

Kyrgyzstan Over-indebtedness 

5: Gender Equality Tajikistan Social-Cultural Dynamics of Tourism - Gender 

Kyrgyzstan Women’s Rights – polygamous families 

	



American	University	in	Cairo
Research	Writing	Class – Dr.	Amani	Elshimi
Students:	34	Freshman	students	in	required	Research	Writing	course

Class	research	theme:	Food,	Health	and	Well-being:	Seeking	Sustainable	Solutions

Class	individual	projects:	Individual	4000-word	problem	analysis	and	sustainable	
solution	paper	on	student-selected	topics	+	oral	presentation



Example	issues	and	learning	outcomes
Example	issues:	Adolescent	malnutrition,	Female	eating	disorders,	Food	waste,	Child	
stunting,	Steroid	abuse,	Animal-based	meats	and	environmental	bias,	Overfishing,	
Processed	meats	and	contamination

Thematic	learning	outcomes	(based	on	IUPUI’s	civic-mindedness	rubrics)
v Understood	and	appreciated	multiple	(diverse	or	conflicting)	positions	on	a	selected	complex	social	

issue
v Analyzed	how	contextual	social,	economic	and	political	structures	influence	how	an	issue	is	

addressed
v Engaged	with	colleagues	in	respectful	discussion	and	debate	to	address	the	issue
v Developed	a	sense	of	civic	responsibilty	and	appreciated	one’s	role	in	making	a	difference



American	College	of	Greece	– Dr.	Stella	
Apostolaki	
Honors	Class	– Greening	the	Campus,	Implementing	the	17	SDGs

27	students	in	two	cohorts

Learning	Outcomes
v Demonstrated	knowledge	and	understanding	of	environmental	and	sustainability	concepts	(knowledge	
base)
v Understood	the	importance	of	multi	and	interdisciplinary	approaches	towards	applied	sustainability	
(knowledge	base)
v Applied	environmental	principles	and	theories	in	the	analysis	of	selected	SDGs	(practical	– application	of	
skills)
v Collected,	recorded	and	analyzed	data	from	a	variety	of	sources	(practical	skills)
v Interacted	effectively	within	a	team	/	learning	group	setting	(transferable	– group	working)
v Communicated	ideas	and	arguments	effectively	in	several	forms	(i.e.	written,	graphical	and	oral)	and	
produce	detailed	and	coherent	project	reports	and	creative	projects	(transferable	– communications	and	
information	management;	creativity).



Student	work
9	GROUP	PROJECTS

Board	Game	on	SDGs	(Global,	EU,	
Universities)
Campaign	on	promoting	SDGs	
(posters,	webpage,	social	media)
The	6	Transformations	of	the	SDGs

27	CREATIVE	PROJECTS
Board	Games	(online	application	and	desktop)

Paintings	(on	the	17	SDGs,	on	selected	SDG	topics,	i.e.	life	on	
land;	life	under	water;	ecosystem	change)

Artefacts	(the	‘wifi’	tree	– technology	&	nature;	inequalities	
in	cities;	bird	house	for	campus;	redesigning	old	buildings;	
sustainable	‘natural’	fashion)

Prototype	music	(climate	action)

Creative	posters	(several	topics,	i.e.	energy	production,	
plastic	pollution)

Comic	book	(environmental	degradation	and	restoration)	

Videos	(home-made	paper;	17	sustainability	tips	for	17	Days;	
climate	change)

Applications	(underwater	sounds)

Poems		(The	dichotomy	of	mother	nature)

SUCCESSES
Presentations	in	Student	Symposiums	and	Events
Exchange	of	ideas	among	students
Collaboration	on	joint	learning	activities



Nets,	screen	
or	metal	

monkey	bars	
options	to	

keep	children	
safely	inside.

Solar	
Panels	
and	
rain	

collect

Student	project:	‘Heart	of	Nature’	by	
Olga-Milena	Kouklaki,	Spring	2021

Student	project:	‘Don’t	just	expand,	innovate’	
by	Alexia-Olga	Sofikiti,	Spring	2021

Student	project:	‘Life	below	water’	by	Elliana	
Drossou,	Spring	2020

Student	project:	‘SDGs	Views’	by	Dimitrios Giannoulis,	Spring	2020



Goal	13:		Climate	Action

Goal	14:			Life	Below	Water

Goal	15:			Life	on	Land

Student	project:	‘Illustrations	of	SDGs	for	Board	
Game’	by	Vasiliki	Stefanidi,	Spring	2020

Goal	12:		Responsible	Consumption	and	
Production

Goal	8:	Decent	Work	and	Economic	Growth

and	Infrastructure

Goal	3:			Health	and	Well-being
Student	project:	‘SDGs	- The	Board	Game’	by	
Dimitris	Mavrofrydis,	Spring	2020

Student	project:	‘Human	impacts	on	nature	– a	
comic	book’	by	Niki	Konidari,	Spring	2020



Joint	activities
vClasses	met	‘online’	in	both	semesters
vJoint	use	of	the	CourseNetworking Platform	for	exchanging	project	ideas
vLively	discussion	on	Covid-19	responses	student	lives
vStudents	provided	support	(psychological	and	ethical)	to	each	other	during	the	online	
meetings	and	asynchronously		via	the	CN	platform	during	the	first	outbreak	of	the	pandemic	
and	the	global	lockdown
vMSc	students-educators	advised	the	cohort
vJoint	video	on	creative	projects	presented	in	the	United	Nations	Sustainable	Development	
Goals	Millenium Fellowship	Symposium:	Exploring	the	DiverCity of	Athens,	November	2020,	
Athens
v Good	basis	for	future	collaboration	have	been	set.





Thank	you	for	your	
attention!

American	College	of	Greece,	Dr.	Stella	Apostolaki	(sapostolaki@acg.edu )

American	University	of	Central	Asia,	Dr.	Tamo	Chattopadhay	(tamo.chattopadhay@gmail.com )

American	University	in	Cairo,	Dr.	Amani	Elshimi	(ashimi@aucegypt.edu )


