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HE CHRISTIAN CHAR-
ACTER of the University

“The American University at Cairo 15 a
Bridge of Friendliness between America
and Egypt, between the English-speaking
world and the Arabic-speaking, between
Western Christianity and Moslem lands.

AUC Founder & President Early Promotional
Charles R. Watson Material on Mission




Upper Classmen
at work in the science
department.

[ —

THE 'FIRST EGYPTIAN GIRL TO BE GRAD-
UATED FROM THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
AT CAIRO: MISS EVA HABIB




AUC “Pyramid”, 1924




AUC Students From MleltS and Mmorltles to Elltes
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Supported AUC
Communications
Office’s
production of
university

magazine
Centennial
issues




Provided timelines, images, story
content, fact checking for magazine
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Whether expanding its educational offerings or taking
the lead in pioneering initiatives, AUC has many firsts.
These are just a few of them.

Triple crown occreditation in public Master's in migrafion and refu
affairs educotion for M of Public studies: first worldwide to
Administration and A ¢ of Public migration ond refugee stud

Policy ot the School of Global Affairs focus on the Middle Eost and Africo

and Public Policy




Centennial social media content
based on University Archives sources
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Centennial website material like
images and videos drawn from Archives
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SHARE YOUR STORY

#AUCT00 doesn’t just reflect on the countless memories

mode in every corner, every ClOSS cnd on every

occasion, whether then or now, but it's also about the

global impact that its people are making in the world.

We do cherish your memories and stories, whether told
or untold. Share them with us, and let the world know
more about the faces of AUC.

Steve Farely

My life was transformed by AUC




AUC 100 Years, 100 Stories Centennial
book produced via close collaboration
between author and

University Archives
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AUC
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This book is not a history of AUC. Instead, this

STORIES book is a celebration of AUC. It is one hundred short stories (some are
historical in focus, many are not), one hundred snapshots, all of which,
taken together, hopefully combine to capture something of the spirit of
this unique American—Egyptian educational and cultural institution. It
collects voices and memories, raids the archive for key documents and
intriguing items of ephemera, and draws on evocative imagery, some
vintage, some shot only recently for the ongoing Centennial campaigns.
It also draws on a century of published work about AUC, from brochures
and letters to student newspapers, magazines, and online posts.




AUC 100 Years, 100 Stories
Centennial book
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Thm- is a neat phrase that appears in a 1926 issue of The AUC
Review, where AUC is referred to as “the American institution which
binds Egypt with America.” There was a lot of truth in this at the time.
America figured little in Egypt in a political sense in the early twentieth
century. The United States appointed a first consul-general to Egypt in
1848, upgrading to a formal legation in 1922, but its most influential
PN presence remained its church missions, most notably the American
AUC benefits from Mission. The missionaries thought of themselves not only as Christian

close associations

evangelists, but also as ambassadors for the United States and promoters

with America but of American culture. It followed that the missionary-founded AUC, with

that has not always its central Cairo campus, imported American teachers, and American-

JOHN BADEAU
style syllabus, was seen as a flag-bearer for America in Egypt.

(1944-53)
While the funding and methodology of the university were American oo forow

been the case

the content of the teaching was deliberately free of national bias. The
curriculum did not place any emphasis on American history, literature,
or culture. Asked why this was, AUC president John Badeau once
answered, “We don’t wanl 1o be thought of like a French, or a British, or
an ltalian school, with a kind of cultural superiority. We didn’t come to
Americanize Egypt. We came 1o serve the country

For the most part, being closely associated with America was
generally to the university’s benefit but, inevitably, policy makers in the
White House were not always going to have the same outlook on the
Middle East as an independent establishment rooted in Egypt. And not all
Egyptians would be able to discemn the difierence. In December 1947,
for example, crowds protesting the United Nations decision to partition
Palestine gathered in front of AUC chanting, “Down with the United
States. Down with the American University.” When the following year the
United States government was quick to recognize the newly formed state
ot ract, AUC prsident dess som Ameican st oy moman s AN ACRE OF AMERICA
cable of protest, reflecting not only his own views but those of many

of the faculty and students b R T P |




Centennial book: Archives input
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STORING
UP
HISTORY

Without its
University Archivas,
AUC would not
have quite so much
to celebrate

f there iz one department that has truly embraced the marking of
l.-'\UC': centenary, it is the University Archives. In fact, thiz ic the sort of
occasion the archives were created for.

“Part of the purpose of the archives,” sayz Steve Urgola, “is to
establizh AUCT identity, capture it, and commemorate it—that's what
thic whole Centennial book iz all about” According to Urgola, who iz
the univerity archivist and director of AUC records management, and
who came to AUC and Egypt from New York in August 2001, the archives
really only came into existence because of another, eadier celebratory
book. That book, The American University in Cairo: 1919-1987, was
written by Lawrence Murphy, a young American faculty member hired
to teach history, who then made the history of AUC his pet project. He
convinced the administration to sign off on a book on the subject, and
then commenced a search for sources. He discovered the files of Charles
Watzon and other early records ctazshed in boxes on the roof of the old
palace building, precerved by what must have been 2 more forgiving
climate back then. He retrieved these, added material kept in the library
and other places, and z0 began the University Archives.

For a while the Archives were kept at the library on the Greek
Campus under the care of Kareem Helmy, then in 1992 they were moved
to the newly-established Rare Books and Special Collections Library in it
villa on Sheikh Rihan Street, where they were looked after by Mchamed
Abu Bakr, who these days iz director of AUC's conservation lab.

Today Urgola heads a small team, mostly based on the top floor of
the library. Nada Yazzen joined the archives in 2004. “The purpose of
the Archives is to document and to preserve AUC history first, and then
Egypt’s heritage and social life, and to make these material: available for
researcher at AUC and from around the world.”

Over the years, the profile of the Archives has expanded dramatically.
It is frequently tapped by external researchers for academic topics, family
history, or quirky quests, such as the elderly lady who was searching
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for evidence of 2 man she once knew, a codebreaker in Wordd War I,
who zaid he once taught Englich at AUC. “One person,” says Urgola,
“contactad us about tescellations, which are tiles, because they were
interested in a certain tile pattem found in Egypt that wasn't found
anywhere elze in the world and they'd zeen this pattern in an image from
AUC’ old campus, Downtown.” The Archives have gone from a handful
of reference requests a year to hundreds—and in the run-up to the
Centennial, possibly thousands.

Part of the reazon for the growth in usage of the Archives iz down
to its presence online. Ryder Kouba has been the digital collections
archivist since 2014, busy overseeing a program of scanning documents,
placing them on the Archives website, and publicizing the collection via
Facebook and social media. “We want people to use our material and
even if you [fve in Egypt, it's hard to get on campus without an ID card,
to it's important to put things online.” Currently, says Kouba, the Archives
have around forty thousand items available to search and view digitally.

The size of the Archives mean: that even for those that know it best,
it still constantly throws up surprizes. “One of the stories in thiz book iz
about the vertical campus,” says Urgola. “I'd never heard of thiz before
but it’s there in the Archives. So yeah, we're alwayz making dizcoveries,
all the time.”

A The archivists. Back row, lof
fo right. Emad Xhataga, Steve
Urgola, Ryder Xouba: front iaff to
right Nada Yassin, Natalya Sianka,
Martra Tode

“Part of the
purpose of the
archive is fo
estabish AUC's
identity.”
Steve Urgola,
university archivict




AUC 100 Years, 100 Stories Centennial
book: Extensive use of oral histories

AUC’s University Archive (UA) was the major
source for this book. Of particular value were

the oral history recordings, in which archive staff
Wg—ﬂerﬂﬂgTMJ Ity, administrators, staff,
alumni, and students about their life and work

at the university. This is an ongoing project, the
results of which are available to all via the AUC
Rare Books and Special Collections Digital Library.




Displays on Campus using historic
images from Archives

“Then and Now” Displays




Installation based
on student design,
arranging Archives
images into words
of Centennial

slogan
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Displays on Campus
Installation based on student design,
arranging Archives images into words
of Centennial slogan




Exhibitions: Student Newspapers
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Research using Archives sources for

Centennial related glfts
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Research using Archives sources for
Centennial related gifts
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Archives Content for Events:
Promotional Material, Video Showings

“AUC in the Arab Cultural Imaginary”

Samia Mehrez

Professor of Modern Arabic Literature, Department of Arab and Islamic Civilizations;
Director, Center for Translation Studies, AUC

Department of Arab and Islamic Civilizations
tel 20.2.2615.1786
aric@aucegypt.edu




Archives Collections digitized in
advance of Centennial, during

< C (@ Notsecure | digitalcollections.aucegypt.edu

THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY IN CAIRO
oyl ally &Sy o¥l de ol 3]

Home About Browse all items Request Images

Search

AUC Rare Books and Special Collections Digital Library

AUC Campus Photographs

The AUC Campus Photographs Collection contains
photographs, architectural sketches and plans,
from the buildings across AUC's campuses over the
years.

AUC Student Newspapers

First published as The AUC Review, the Campus
Caravan has been serving the AUC community
since 1925, The Caravan acquired its current name
in the late 1920s. This cellection contains digitized
issues dating back to the founding, though not
every volume is complete. Due to incosistent
volume numbering, it is recommended the issues _.

Historic Egypt and AUC Films and Videos

The AUC Historical videos contains films and movies

from the 1920s until the 1980s, most of which are

promotional films for the university. Also included is

a 1930s color home film of a trip to Cairo from New Vides File Videa File
{ and a CBS report on AUC following the

AUC Board of Trustees and Administrative Meeting
Minutes

The American University in Cairo Board ot Trustees
Meetings Minutes digital collection primarily
includes meeting agendas and minutes, as well as
additional meeting decumentation such as budgets,
correspondence, reports, and memoranda. The
collection includes minutes ranging from the first
meeting of the Board of Trustees of Cairo ..

AUC Yearbook Collection
First published in 1921, AUC's yearbooks document
campus life over time. Included in most yearbooks | Sear Boak
. u ear Book
are student and faculty portraits as well as TP i
photographs of student life, campus, athletics, and
organizations, The yearbook has been published by
AUC students under a number of different titles,
including as the final issue of the .

AUC Oral Histories and Reminiscences

The AUC Oral Histories and Reminiscences

collection contains interviews done as part of the
"AUC History on Tape” project. Interviews were i i
conducted between 1969 and 1973 by Lawrence - -
Murphy and Manucher Moadeb-Zadeh as well as by Audio File Audio File
Rare Books and Special Collections Library staff

beainnina in the earlv 2000s. Additionallv. essavs.
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