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Concrete Takeaways

Know how to design and develop a writing course using the Wiki
Education platform.

Work on a similar writing project using already tested tools.

Implement collaborative writing tools in your wrifing courses thus
allowing for a more situated practice.

Critically frame writing projects that link academic writing for L2
speakers with their social contexts.



Wiki-Project Objectives

» Create a community research network through a digital
collaboration between students, librarians, Wikipedia Education,
and instructors.

» Encourage students to develop their digital literacy and take an
active part in their learning (conduct research, write well-cited
articles, and avoid plagiarism).

» Engage in the cultural politics of representation by developing an
online presence for Lebanese and Arab authors thus preserve the
literary Heritage of Lebanon.



Literature Review

Wikipedia allows students to engage with public audiences and
experience collaborative writing all while contributing to public
knowledge (Cummings, 2008; Di Lauro & Shelter, 2013; Hood, 2007;
Purdy, 2009).

This work helps students deconstruct authority in public and
published texts (Purdy, 2009).

Wikipedia helps establish common learning outcomes in rhetoric
and composition, especially those associated with 15t year
composition (vetter, 2018).

It offers opportunities for teaching from a cultural perspective
(Vetter, 2018) after it came under attack for failing to represent
global geographies (Graham, 2011).



Literature Review (continued)

» Wikipedia allows for direct and fransparent observation of the
practices and concepts in composition and rhetoric classes such as
process, research, social collaboration, and digital rhetoric (Gruwell,
2015; Hood, 2007; Kill, 201 1; Kuhne & Creel, 2012; Patch, 2010; Purdy,
2009; Tardy, 2010).

» It provides students with opportunities for a public writing
experience with an authentic and international audience making
the writing experience tangible to students (Cummings, 2009;
Sweeney, 2012; Vetter, 2013).

» It increases motivation among students (Cummings, 2009; Vetter,
2014).



How the idea for a collaboration
wAas born

» Digital Humanities Institute, AUB, 2019

» It was born out of a need to create a digital presence for Lebanese
authors on Wikipedia

» These prominent authors were almost unknown to the students who
took English 203 in the Fall of 2019 at AUB

» Some of these authors had almost no online articles about them.
Others had a couple of online arficles about them in either Arabic or

French
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A Class was set

Course Description: English 203 is a sophomore level academic writing course designed specifi- Instructors: AbirWard (Abir Ward / l ' O n
cally for the AUB student who will think, read, and write critically about contemporary themes

aw15@aub.edu.lb — Instructor)
and texts provided in its custom reader, Pages Apart, edited by AUB Instructors for the Anglo-

° [ [ ]
phone Middle Eastern student. Throughout the semester, students explore the various stages of Campus Volunteers: Rania.Kanj (Rania W I |<I E d U C O -l- I O n
the writing process, learn how to invent and develop ideas, write multiple drafts, review peers’ es- Kanj / rk13@aub.edu.lb), Fatme
says, and evaluate and reflect on their own writing, which should demonstrate the use of key charafeddine (fatme charafeddine /
rhetorical devices and rich content that are inherent in effective writing. This course seeks to de- fc01@aub.edu.lb), NabilaShehab

velop students' intellectual viewpoints and a writing voice through open class discussions; self-re- Wiki Ed Staff: Helaine (Wiki Ed) (Helaine

flection developed through regular journaling; and reflective pieces on their writing. Combining a N
stronger self-knowledge with the understanding of the conventions of academic writing, students Blumenthal / hblumenthal@wikiedu.org),
will produce approximately 40 pages of both formal and informal writing that ask questions and Shalor (Wiki Ed) (Shalor Toncray /

investigate possible answers through reflection, analysis, and synthesis. stoncray@wikiedu.org)

School: American University of Beirut
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Resources and Training
Complete your Bibliography
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Download data in CSV format.

Overview data

Overview data provides cumulative statistics for the whole project.

Edits data

Edits data shows details for each edit made during the project.

Commons uploads data

Commons uploads data shows the name and usage count of each media upload.

Editors data

Editors data lists all the enrolled editors, how much they edited, and whether they registered their accounts
during the project.

Articles data

Articles data includes the number of edits to each page, which pages are new, and pageview totals. These
pageview values may be out of date for courses that have already ended, so a url to the WMF Tool Labs
pageview tool is included.

Download

Stafts




RESULTS

» Students produced arficles about:

>

V.oV V-V V. NV

Amine Rachid Nakhlé

Elia el Hawi

Fouad Ephrem al-Boustani
Said Takieddine

Michel Abou Chahla
Michel Trad

Tawfig Youssef Awwad

Elias Khoury
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From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Said Mahmoud Takieddine (Arabic: ;uall (& ygens wae; 15 May 1904 — 10 February 1960) was a Lebanese playwright, author, journalist, activist,
and businessman. His plays were known to portray various political, social, and philosophical themes.['] He was the President of the Alumni
Association at the American University of Beirut (AUB).[2l He was also the Dean of Information and Foreign Affairs in the Syrian Social Nationalist
Party (SSNP) for a short period.
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To what extent do you agree with the following
statements about the learning objectives of your
Wikipedia assignment?

Strongly agree  Agree Disagree Strongly
Disagree

The Wikipedia assign-

ment improved my stu-

dents' digital and media o o o » O
literacy skills.

The Wikipedia assign-

ment improved my stu-

dents' ability to collabo- o o o o
rate on a project.

The Wikipedia assign-
ment improved my stu- O (o) O O
dents' writing skills.

Learning
Objectives

Met




How thi
[
The Wikipedia assighment helped me identify ways to make my rO e C '|'
course content more accessible to my students.
The Wikipedia assignment helped me become more excited in my h e ‘ p e d

course material.

The Wikipedia assighnment helped me to improve my current I I . e
approaches to teaching the course.




The Wikipedia assignment helped me to motivate my students.

The Wikipedia assignment helped me to foster a greater sense of
community among/with my students.

The Wikipedia assignment helped to break down traditional
barriers between instructor and student.




Thank you for
stopping by!

Fatme Charafeddine

Abir Ward

£ Y A 'sah



