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Concrete Takeaways

u Know how to design and develop a writing course using the Wiki 
Education platform.

u Work on a similar writing project using already tested tools.
u Implement collaborative writing tools in your writing courses thus 

allowing for a more situated practice. 
u Critically frame writing projects that link academic writing for L2 

speakers with their social contexts. 



Wiki-Project Objectives

u Create a community research network through a digital 
collaboration between students, librarians, Wikipedia Education, 
and instructors.

u Encourage students to develop their digital literacy and take an 
active part in their learning (conduct research, write well-cited 
articles, and avoid plagiarism). 

u Engage in the cultural politics of representation by developing an 
online presence for Lebanese and Arab authors thus preserve the 
literary Heritage of Lebanon.



Literature Review

u Wikipedia allows students to engage with public audiences and 
experience collaborative writing all while contributing to public 
knowledge (Cummings, 2008; Di Lauro & Shelter, 2013; Hood, 2007; 
Purdy, 2009).

u This work helps students deconstruct authority in public and 
published texts (Purdy, 2009).

u Wikipedia helps establish common learning outcomes in rhetoric 
and composition, especially those associated with 1st year 
composition (vetter, 2018).

u It offers opportunities for teaching from a cultural perspective 
(Vetter, 2018) after it came under attack for failing to represent 
global geographies (Graham, 2011).



Literature Review (continued)

u Wikipedia allows for direct and transparent observation of the 
practices and concepts in composition and rhetoric classes such as 
process, research, social collaboration, and digital rhetoric (Gruwell, 
2015; Hood, 2007; Kill, 2011; Kuhne & Creel, 2012; Patch, 2010; Purdy, 
2009; Tardy, 2010).

u It provides students  with opportunities for a public writing 
experience with an authentic and international audience making 
the writing experience tangible to students (Cummings, 2009; 
Sweeney, 2012; Vetter, 2013).

u It increases motivation among students (Cummings, 2009; Vetter, 
2014). 



How the idea for a collaboration 
was born

u Digital Humanities Institute, AUB, 2019
u It was born out of a need to create a digital presence for Lebanese 

authors on Wikipedia
u These prominent authors were almost unknown to the students who 

took English 203 in the Fall of 2019 at AUB
u Some of these authors had almost no online articles about them. 

Others had a couple of online articles about them in either Arabic or 
French



AUB was 
put on the 
Wikipedia 
Map



A Class was set 
up on 

WikiEducation





Resources & 
Training

u Weekly training was given to 
prepare students for their 
articles

u At the same time, students 
were working with AUB 
librarians on choosing 
authors and gathering and 
sorting data. 





Wikimedia Commons
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RESULTS

u Students produced articles about:
u Amine Rachid Nakhlé

u Elia el Hawi

u Fouad Ephrem al-Boustani

u Said Takieddine

u Michel Abou Chahla

u Michel Trad

u Tawfiq Youssef Awwad

u Elias Khoury
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