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Arou the World 1n
Six Novels

An Omeka project built by the students of
John Cabot University in Fall 2018

Alessandra Grego & Eleonora Moccia - John Cabot Univers

ity



A course of comparative
literature based on six
novels by acclaimed
authors from around the
world published after
the year 2000 and read
1n the English
translation.

Alessandra Grego & Eleonora Moccia - John Cabot University



EN310/Fall 2018 + Digital Humanities

[@5 Omeka.net X <+

< C & https//www.omeka.net

Learn which plan is right for you

| 19:35
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At JCU students come from over 70 countries

« All students must take two English Literature classes to
fulfill their requirements for graduation

 The small number of English Majors doesn’t allow for
dedicated classes

Problem: To engage
international

students 1n
the study of
literature

Alessandra Grego & Eleonora Moccia - John Cabot University
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To engage
international

students 1n
the study of
literature

Alessandra Grego & Eleonora Moccia - John Cabot University



In such a diverse classroom 1t 1s useful to 1dentify a group
project in which everyone can engage at different levels of
competence while also learning a new skill

To

experiment

with
digital
humanities

Alessandra Grego & Eleonora Moccia - John Cabot University
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digital
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Bullding an Omeka online exhibition allows each
student to learn through their own research how
to compare novels written in different languages
by authors originating in different parts of the

world.

To
introduce a

comparative
study of the
novel

Alessandra Grego & Eleonora Moccia - John Cabot University
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comparative
study of the
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To
experiment
with
digital
humanities
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The Omeka Exhibition allows students to
reflect of the importance of geography
and maps in the study of literature

Alessandra Grego & Eleonora Moccia - John Cabot University
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To introduce

comparative

study of the
novel
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The Omeka Exhibition allows students to study the
historical background of the different countries in which
the novels are set and to consider the relationship
between individual narrative and collective history.

To make
students

think of the
individual
and history

Alessandra Grego & Eleonora Moccia - John Cabot University
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To
experiment
with
digital
humanities

To engage To make
international students
students 1n think of the
the study of individual
literature and history

To introduce
comparative
study of the
novel

Alessandra Grego & Eleonora Moccia - John Cabot University



The Omeka Exhibition encourages students
to develop their research abilities; fosters
their relationship with the librarians;
excercises their practical knowledge of
citation, copyright laws, etc.

To develop
students’

research
abilities

Alessandra Grego & Eleonora Moccia - John Cabot University
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This was the
plan: how
did 1t go?

Alessandra Grego & Eleonora Moccia - John Cabot University
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Compensate for the
students’ different
levels of familiarity with
literary studies by
dividing the class info
mixed groups

Alessandra Grego & Eleonora Moccia - John Cabot University
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discussions and the
students’ essays
were significantly
Improved by the
information they
had collected
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Students were

Curious, some were

excited to learn a

new skill, but they Results
also resited the

Idea of extra work

The class-room Peer to peer review of items
discussions and the and students competing for
students’ essays who found the most

were significantly iInteresting references gave
improved by the them a different motivation
iInformation they from the usual concern for

had collected grades.

Alessandra Grego & Eleonora Moccia - John Cabot University
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Planning the
exhibifion, assigning
research tasks,
evaluating the
materials the students
were uploading was a
lot of extra work.

Drawbacks

Alessandra Grego & Eleonora Moccia - John Cabot University



Planning the
exhibifion, assigning

research rasks,
evaluating the
materials the students
were uploading was a
lot of extra work.
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As a first experience
It was very
satisfactory, and
the students where
pleased with their
work which was

B presented in an

- - event at the end of
b the course.

Alessandra Grego & Eleonora Moccia - John Cabot University



The Librarian’s point
of view

Alessandra Grego & Eleonora Moccia - John Cabot University
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Infolit and digital humanities

Alessandra Grego & Eleonora Moccia - John Cabot University
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engaged in the
library session
because they
immediately put
into practice what
they learned

Very practical
instruction
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Originality
and
a new platform is inspirqﬁon

fascinating and makes
the library session
(and the project)
appear more exciting

Alessandra Grego & Eleonora Moccia - John Cabot University




Revamped
Info Lit

Traditional infolit is still
central: e.g. to build up
the archive, students
have to
search for, select and
evaluate sources, both
on the web and in the E B
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More
Info Lit

but must also
consider
in what way they will
use the collected
information to
produce their
content
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BEFORE AFTER

Research
olgle
source
selection

Alessandra Grego & Eleonora Moccia - John Cabot University



The specificity and

peculiarity of the Omeka Source
platform encourages the title
consideration of concepts

that facilitate the

acquisition of infolit skills
Source

Metacognition SOUICE creator
iINnforma

process fion

Alessandra Grego & Eleonora Moccia - John Cabot University
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After the sessions,
students scheduled

appointments to
ask for clarification I\/Iore
about the usage of Refe rence

the platform
demoed in class

Alessandra Grego & Eleonora Moccia - John Cabot University



The course ended with
a public presentation
to the whole university
in which the students
commented on their
experience of building
an Omeka exhibition

 AROUND THE
WORLD IN SIX
NOVELS

A joint Department of English/
Frohring Library project

IN CLASS

the students of EN310
present

CHIMAMANDA
NEOZI
ADICHIE
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Roberto Bolano;

https://www.illibraio.it/wp-
content/uploads/2017/05/Bola%C3%
Blo.jpg

Niccoldo Ammanniti:

https://www.niccoloammaniti.it/
immagdini/niccolo ammaniti hew
s 18.ipg

Murakami Haruki:
http://harukimurakami.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/04/haruk
i-murakami-
sozleri_1511426013.jpg

Khaled Hosseini:
http://s.huffpost.com/contributors/khal
ed-hosseini/headshot.jpg

Dai Sijie:
https://images.randomhouse.com/a

uthor/41984

Chimamanda Ngozi
Adichie:
https://c1.staticflickr.com/3/28
34/13429525824 40b3419489¢c b
Jpg
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