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Introduction:

Knowledge acquisition, skills building and 
research are integral parts of academia

DIL should be introduced early to first year 
composition students to broaden the scope of 
instruction and prepare them for the rigors of 
ethical research across disciplines. 



Rationale for the collaboration
i. Misconceptions about academic 

integrity in information usage
ii. Over-reliance of students on the 

Internet  instead of available credible 
sources at the library

iii. Instruction for first year programs is 
not research intensive

iv. Student misunderstandings about the 
research process

v. Weak student reading culture 



DIL Skills Integrated into the 
First Year Composition Class
Highlights:
i. Understanding the writing process
ii. Integrating library services in 

academics
iii. Accessing sources
iv. Narrowing the subject matter
v. Retrieving relevant sources
vi. Evaluating sources
vii. Using sources ethically



Excerpts from a Pretest Survey 



Needs Assessment Survey and 
Findings





Implications of the Pre-Survey
ü 69% of new students do not have prior 

knowledge of the e-library  and this 
contributes to the under-usage of library 
resources

ü Consequently, 67% of students surveyed 
start their search for sources using Google

ü 43% prioritize Wikipedia articles for 
research

ü 61% have no knowledge of citation styles or 
how to use sources ethically



Expected Benefits of DIL integration 
in the First Year Writing Curriculum

ü Students get lifelong transferable 
learning skills in DIL

ü Students enhance their research skills as 
they practice 

ü It a win-win for the library and first 
year writing classes, and it enhances the 
collaboration between both departments

ü It will  hopefully be the beginning of 
DIL integration in all syllabi at the 
American University of Nigeria



Collaborations from 
AMICAL member 

institutions and suggestions 
for the way forward

• Many	of	the	institutions	represented	
integrate	DIL	in	the	curricula

• Faculty	were	encouraged	to	support	
the	initiative	as	it	prepares	students	

early	for	academic	writing


