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Common First-Year Experience  
at AUBG 

• Obligatory for all first-year students in Fall 2015 

• 1-credit course 

• 12 weeks long 

• Pass/No Pass grading 

Panitza  

Library 

©American University in Bulgaria, 2015-16 



Goals 

Broad Aims: 

• expand the idea of Liberal Arts 
education  

• provide new viewpoints on important 
global issues 

• stimulate discussions 

• awaken curiosity 

• promote creativity 

• impart a sense of purpose 

• engage students in the academic 
community 

• promote social responsibility  

 

Additional Aims: 

• transition to and succeed at the 
University 

• gain confidence in completing 
individual and collaborative work 

• gain confidence in presenting and 
speaking before faculty and peers 

• introduce students to faculty 
members from across the disciplines 

• engage students in reflective and 
critical discussions 
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CFYE Components 

Module lectures 

Module readings, videos, tasks 

Discussion activities 

Student-Professor Lunches 

Academic workshops 

 

Panitza  

Library 

©American University in Bulgaria, 2015-16 



Structure 

MODULE 1:  
Liberal Arts and YOU 

MODULE 3:  
Liberal Arts and the PROFESSIONS 

Lecture:  
The Value of Multidisciplinary Education 

Lecture:  
21st Century Innovations & Challenges  

Homework: Read ▪ Watch ▪ Do Homework: Read ▪ Watch ▪ Do 

Discussions: Small Group Sessions Discussions: Small Group Sessions 

MODULE 2:  
Liberal Arts and SOCIETY 

MODULE 4: 
Liberal Arts and the ENVIRONMENT 

Lecture:  
Culture & Society: A Delicate Balance 

Lecture:  
Future Forward: Global Sustainability 

Homework: Read ▪ Watch ▪ Do Homework: Read ▪ Watch ▪ Do 

Discussions: Small Group Sessions Discussions: Small Group Sessions 
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Students’ Assessment System 

Activity Points 
Orientation Week (2 

sessions) 
Lecture 1 Lecture 2 Lecture 3 Lecture 4 Other 

Lectures/Attendance 200 200 200 200 200   

Discussion/Attendance --- 100 100 100 100   

Homeworks 100 100 100 100 100   

Workshop --- --- --- --- --- 50 

Lunch w/ a Professor --- --- --- --- --- 50 

Sub-Total Points: 300 400 400 400 400 100 

TOTAL POINTS: 2000 POINTS 
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The Library Workshops 

• Academic Success Skills 

• Critical Thinking Skills I 

• Critical Thinking Skills II 

• Website Evaluation 

• Steps of the Research Process 

• Types of Sources 

• Ease of Database Use 

• Cite-It-Right 
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CFYE Library Workshops 
on Blackboard 
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Module 1 –  
the Lecture 
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Class Discussions Panitza  

Library 

©American University in Bulgaria, 2015-16 



Lunch with a Professor Panitza  
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Students’ Activities Panitza  
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Thank you!  
Questions? 
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Krasimir Spasov 
Information Literacy Instructor  
Panitza Library, AUBG 
kspasov@aubg.edu 
+359 73 888 378 
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