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Digital Humanities 

Encompasses the practice of humanities 
research in and through information 
technology. 
Explores how the humanities may evolve 

through their engagement with technology, 
media, and computational methods. 
 
 



Among the things they provide 

Collections of dispersed research materials 

New ways of processing & representing data 

New connections between different types of data 

Support for collaboration, networking and community building 

New forms of output and dissemination 



Some info and statistics 

Quantifying Digital Humanities  - 2011 



A GLIMPSE INTO DH PROJECTS 



A Gallery of Primary Sources: 
Making the History of 1989 

  
 
A collection of primary sources related to the 
fall of Communism in Eastern Europe, 
accompanied by teaching materials and 
interpretive essays. 



A Digital Scholarly Edition: The Willa Cather 
Archive 

 
 
A carefully edited digital archive of the 
writings of Willa Cather, along with extensive 
scholarly essays, analysis, and multimedia 
galleries. 



A Mapping Project: The Negro 
Travelers’ Green Book 

  
 
A searchable map of the addresses 
contained in the 1956 Negro Travelers’ 
Green Book, which the user can filter by 
state or establishment type. 



A Network Visualization: A Co-
Citation Network for Philosophy 

 
 
 
 
A visualization of the authors referenced 
together in a corpus of philosophy journals. 



Don’t reinvent the wheel 

http://pelagios-project.blogspot.com/p/about-pelagios.html  
 
http://dhcommons.org/projects   

 

http://pelagios-project.blogspot.com/p/about-pelagios.html
http://dhcommons.org/projects
http://dhcommons.org/projects
http://dhcommons.org/projects


So what are we looking at? 

Text 
Analysis & 
Encoding 

Data 
Capturing Visualization 

Digital 
Mapping & More… 



Visualizations 

Metrics expressed as graphics.  
Reveal patterns, anomalies, and other 

features of the data in a very efficient way.  
 



Digital mapping 

„Mapping is not a one-time thing, and maps 
are not stable objects that reference, reflect 
or correspond to external reality.  Mapping is 
a verb and bespeaks an on-going process of 
picturing, narrating, symbolizing, contesting, 
re-picturing, re-narrating, re-symbolizing, 
erasing, and re-inscribing a set of relations.“ 

 
Presner/Shepard/Kawano  HyperCities: Thick Mapping in the Digital Humanities 

 



Spatial data for humanists 

There are usually several units of analysis in 
humanities research that can be associated 
with a place on the earth.  
 
  
 
 
 
 
The map you make reflects your research 
question and the data collected.   

Place of publication 

Place of  birth or death 

Stops on a pilgrimage route 

Location of tweets etc… 



Spatial datasets can be as 
simple as…. 



Geographical dictionaries 

 Personal gazetteers (lists of places and any metadata) 
 National/Regional gazetteers  

 National land and property gazetteer - 
nlpg.org.uk/nlpg/welcome.htm 

 Geographic names information system geonames.usgs.gov/ 
 Arabic named entity gazetteer sourceforge.net/projects/arabic-

named-entity-gazetteer/  
 Global Gazetteers 

 Geonames geonames.org/ 
 Wikipedia GEOHACK  

 Historical Gazetteers 
 Pleiades  

 API-s  Google maps, Yahoo maps, or geonames 
 

http://www.nlpg.org.uk/nlpg/welcome.htm
http://geonames.usgs.gov/
http://sourceforge.net/projects/arabic-named-entity-gazetteer/
http://sourceforge.net/projects/arabic-named-entity-gazetteer/
http://www.geonames.org/


Other sources 

Tweets 
Wikipedia entries & edit histories  
Moves app  
Other apps (click2map) 
Other social media 
Public records 

 



Example 
 



DH in action!  
Hands-on 

www.cartodb.com 



GIS and digital mapping 
resources & platforms 

• Teaching Google Earth & Maps 
• Google My Maps 
• Creating GIS Maps1 
• Creating GIS Maps 2 
• Google Earth Basics 
• Google Earth Timespan 
• HTML for Google Earth 
• Georeferencing 

 

http://dh101.humanities.ucla.edu/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/TeachingGE_GMMAPs.pdf
http://dh101.humanities.ucla.edu/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Google_My_Maps.pdf
http://dh101.humanities.ucla.edu/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/CreatingGISmaps1.pdf
http://dh101.humanities.ucla.edu/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/CreatingGISmaps1-2.pdf
http://dh101.humanities.ucla.edu/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Google_Earth.pdf
http://dh101.humanities.ucla.edu/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Google_Earth_Timespan.pdf
http://dh101.humanities.ucla.edu/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/HyperText-Markup-Language.pdf
http://dh101.humanities.ucla.edu/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Georeferencing.pdf


How to get started with DH 

Determine what goals or questions motivate you 
Get acquainted with digital humanities 
Participate in the digital humanities community 
Stay informed 
Explore examples for inspiration and models 
Pursue training 
 Learn standards and best practices 
Find collaborators 
Plan a pilot project 
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